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RPORATION COMMISSION 
W A  8:27 5Mr&sP BEFORE THE ARI 

KRISTIN K. MAYES CORP COMMISS~OW 

R E C E I V E D  
COMMISSIONER ~ ~ C ~ ~ E ~ T  CONTROL 

COMMISSIONER 
WILLIAM A. MUNDELL Arizona Corporation Coninissicn 

SEP 1 5  2006 
ET 

SEP 1 9 2006 
JEFF HATCH-MILLER 

CHAIRMAN 
ARIZONA CORP. COMM 

400 W CONGRESS STE 218 TUCSON AZ 85701 BARRY WONG 
COMMISSIONER 

MIKE GLEASON 
COMMISSIONER 

) Docket No. W-02221A-05-0505 
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION ) and 
FOR APPROVAL OF TRANSFER OF ) Docket No. W-20391A-05-0505 
CERTIFICATE OF CONVENIENCE AND ) 
NECESSITY FOR JANICE E. WORDEN ) RESPONSE TO 08/31/06 STAFF 
AND LAWRENCE A. WORDEN d/b/a ) REPORT 
WORDEN WATER COMPANY 

Lawrence and Janice Worden inherited the assets of the Worden Water Company 

from their father, and have continued to serve the twenty to twenty-five customers that 

receive water from this very rural system. The operation generates gross revenues of 

something close of $12,500 per year, of which the great majority is spent to keep the 

system up and running. 

Upon a review of the system capacity, Pima County DEQ officials requested Mr. 

Worden to increase the reservoir capacity to 7,000 gallons, and install two separate 3 

horsepower booster pumps. Mr. Worden approached a number of engineering firms in 

southern Arizona seeking their assistance in designing such a system, but found that all but 

one of the firms he contacted were not interested in a project this small, and the one firm 

that was willing to work with him proposed a design fee of $49,000. Consequently, Mr. 

Worden asked Pima County DEQ what the parameters were for designing the system 
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himself, and found that the Worden Water Compan could emb rk upon improvements of 

$12,500 or less without a certification from a registered engineer. 

Following Pima County’s guidance, Mr. Worden designed, and Pima County 

approved (see attached correspondence dated July 8, 2006), drawings for two 5,400 gallon 

storage tanks, including two 3 horsepower booster pumps. Mr. Worden wishes to point 

out that a follow up letter from Pima County DEQ, which referred to ‘‘2 5,400 gallon tank” 

as opposed to two 5,400 gallon storage tanks, appears to be a typographical error. The 

Worden Water Company proposes to construct 10,800 gallons of storage in the time 

period proposed in the Commission’s Staff Report. This will provide the utility with 

approximately 64.8% more storage than is required from a regulatory standpoint, to the 

understanding of the Wordens. 

The ramifications of the requirements set forth in the Staff Report would impact 

significantly on the financial status of the Worden Company. The improvements proposed 

and approved by Pima County will, by themselves, deplete all of the cash assets that the 

company has at this time. Those plans can be implemented and constructed for a total cost 

of $12,210.86, pursuant to a contract that the water company wishes to enter into, 

requiring a down payment of $8,718.00, with the work to begin around the first of January 

2007. 

Mr. Worden has inquired into the costs of a new well and pump, and was informed 

that the minimum cost would be at least $20,000.00, plus another $10,000.00 for testing 

the water quality. And because the costs of these improvements would exceed $12,500, 

the utility would need to engage the services of a registered engineer to be in compliance 

with DEQ regulations, meaning that the total costs would be truly prohibitive for a 

business that nets but a couple thousand dollars per year. 

In closing, due to the limited funds available to the water company, the Wordens 

feel that they must object to the requirements of Staff Recommendations Nos. 2 and 3, as 
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beyond the abilit! of thi microscopic water company. The Worden are full prepared to 

add 10,800 gallons of storage within the next twelve months, and would be willing to add 

an additional 10,800 gallons within 36 months thereafter. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 15th day of September, 2006. 

LEWIS AND ROCA 

One South Church Avenue, $ite 700 
Tucson, Arizona 85701-161 1 
520-629-445 3 

Attorneys for Worden Water Company 
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ORIGINAL AND thirteen (1 3) copies 
of the foregoing hand-delivered via DHL 
this 15th day of September, 2006, to: 

Arizona Corporation Commission 
Utilities Division - Docket Control 
1200 W. Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

COPY of the foregoing delivered via U.S. Mail 
this 15th day of September, 2006, to: 

Ms. Janice E. Worden 
Worden Water Company 
15150 West Ajo, #567 
Tucson, A2 85735 

Mr. Lawrence A. Worden 
Worden Water Company 
15150 West Ajo, #568 
Tucson, AZ 85735 

Mr. Lawrence A. Worden 
Worden Water Company 
269 Englewood 
Twin Lake, MI 49457 

By: 
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JUL-12-2006 IS:@;! . .  

To : M r  M .i. cha (.I 1. I< cdmond 
Eng I n e E! t- 
Pima Co Dept. of Enviorrnent.al Quality 

P .02/05 

Re: Cc.xnplair.11: #PCO 104-101. - i e ,  Water S t o r a g e  

As per. our canvcrsa t .kun  of June  6. At tached  are  our 
praposed p' lar is ,  estimates and a check for  the sum of 

d o l l a r s ,  ie permi t  fee  t o  Pima Co. A l l  of w h i c h  
h('>pe if "E u l l y  w i l l  bring o u r  company i n t o  compliance. 

In urder  t:o accoinnpl.i.sh t h e  project w i t h  the a v a i l a b l e  
funds  a t  o u r  d i s p o s a l ,  w c  are a s k i n g  f o r  an  exomption 
under 7 i - A . C .  R l f $ . 5 - 5 0 2  for P o l y  S t o r a g e  T a n k s .  

M y  S i s t e r  and I would like to t a k e  t h i s  opportunity 
to ?'hank YOU arid your Dcpar tment  for a l l  of t h e  help 
arid c a n s  i d c r a t i o n  t.hat you h a v e  g iven  us. 

S i nc en: I y Your s 

Lawrencc A Worden 

PS: My A z  Ph # jL i  520 822-5038 and My M I  # is 231-894-5957 
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JUL-12-2066 15:02 P .05/05 

PRQWSAL NO. 

SHEET NO. 
WISE PUMP8 TANK SERvlCE 

208 E. DELANO 
fUCSON,Af 857[16 

PROPOSAL SUBMITTED TO WORK TO BE PERFORMED A I .  

-.. . .. , 

. -  . -  We hereby prnposc lo furnish the materials ~ i d  perform the labor ricccssary for the completion of , 


